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GENTLEMAN, WHO WAS EMPLOYED | ; 
in diſcouerie on the coaſt of Spaine by appointment of 
- _|the Generals of our Engliſh Fleete, toawor- oy, 
G: ſhipfull friend of his. | 
F. eMdvertifong hanof ſuch things as he came to kyowleage of 
+ el in the [ame diſconerie. ; 
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Tothe gentle Reader. 


wAtLM=5 Auing gotten 4 Copic Fd this Letter ( gentle 
NIL2Z1 FS Reader ) I thought good to make thee partaker 
(of the ſame by publiching it in ng at ther- 
9) tf by thou, and 25 many as wuish vuelluntothe 
0 ea Pate of England, may accoraing to our auctic 
thanke| our God, that hath ſo mercifully delinered vs from 
our proude enemies, and shevved his indgement pon then 
beyond our expettation , and further then vue conld almoſt 
haue wwished. For of the proude Spanish Fleete appointed 
for our ouerthrowwe , containing ſo many ships in number, 
ſo vvell in all reſpetts furnished , that they could deſire no- 
thing that ſeemed to be vvanting + there returned very 
fevve,and thoſe [o ſore affliftea,that the moſt of their men 
died either before or shortly after their returne , utterly © 
aiſapppointed of their intent , and hauing loſt the greateſt 
part of their promſion, Moreoner vue may hereby perceiue 
wubat. great good hope ve haue toconceine ( God gining "4 
aſſiſtance ) of the intended voyage. T, here ts - tov tope#hey _. ' 
wvill ſcarce vel brooke the comming of the Fleete , ſth MI 
they can hardly abide ſome one or two of cur English ships. 
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FROM SEA TO A WORSHIPFVL 
FRIEND OP HIS 


 cmploied by my Generals Sir | 
'(@Flohn Norris and Sir Frauncis 
DI 5 2 Drake vpothe coaſt of Spaine 
(2j&\ (Cz for diſcoucrie, andnow being \ mY 
<ryL lafcly arrived(thanksvntothe 
Almightie) I thought it'my duetie to acquaint 
your worſhip with ſuch newesasThaue learned - 
11 my voyage, hoping that as you were wont, 
you will excuſe-my as I fayled the. 
fourth/of Februarielaſt, and coaſting alongby 
Biskay, at.the Groine I tookeaſhip of Biskay 
laden with ſtones, for the building ofafortar 
Vigo within the North Cape. In the which 
there came a marchant of Lisbone as paſlenger 
from Sain& Sebaſtians, whome Ihaue brought 
with me. Andas — thelaſt Fleete, he \_ 
ſayth;thar ofall the ſhips and caruels ofthe Spa- Yet 
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niſh Fleete there are come home butnineand 


. ariuerby Sain& Sebaſtians, foureteene inthe 
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thirtic, whereoffoure and twentieare riding in 


Groine, and one in Lisbone, butmoſt of all the 
men.thatcame home diedimmediatly at their 
landing, and the two chiefe commaunders of 
the ſhips being ſentforto the Court, died, as it 
is thought of poiſon beforethey had paſſed two 
dayes 10urney from Sain&tSebaſtians. Allo the 
Duke of Medina is baniſhed the Court for euer 
and certaine cuſtomes of his confiſcate to the 
holy houſe. AlſotheKing doth withall ſpeede 
fortifie the ſea coaſts, eſpecially in Portingale, 
and hath exegeda bulwark inthe marketplace 
of Licbone, He hath made no prouiſion of ſhip- 
ping, but onlyia Fleete of gallics whichare now 


1nthe Straights., and. came downefor the de- 


tence ofhis owne countrey.He doth gricuouſly 


take the death. of his men, for they were the 


chiefe fouldiers of allhis forcesinlIralie and elſe. 


where. All theſe IThaue conferred with others 


that hauefallen.into my hands fnce,and found 


itto bea perfeRtruth. Fromthe GroineIcame 

_ .. totherockeat Lisbone, where Ifound a barke 
/, ofPlymouth and two other Pinnaces chaſed by: 
/ foureGallies and a Frenchman ofwarre, who' . 
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wasconforted withrhegallies, who as foohe as 
they ſawmy ſhip, the barke began to fightwirh 
_ them,&had ſhotthe Frenchmantwiſe rough, 
' whicharchefirſtdiſcharging otmy broadeſide, 
ſunke downe right in the ſea, withiti one quarter 
ofan hower, The gallies made all the haſt they 
could to recouer Caſt Cales, being a litle with- 
inthe mouth of the harbour, but we had ſo fine 
a gale ofwinde,thatwe made two ofthem caric 
the third betweenethem,and recouered againe 
one Argolie laden with Candie wines, which 
wasthe barks prize bur the gallieshadrecoue- 
redher, but noweſheis in Plymouth and eight 
andforticmenin her, all Greekes, excepttwo oY 
Portingales : ſhe is come burt-to a reaſonable be. 
matket. Andas concerning ourFleete, Thope 0 
weſhall be in Portingale within this monethat 
- thefurtheſt, where no doubt (God ayding vs) 
weſhall make a wondertullproſperous voyage, 
for they tremble ar the ſight of three Engliſh 
ſhips, and are all in a mutenie, not knowing 
whether it were beſtto receauethe King againe 
orto withſtand our power: butIthinkethey wil 
not honour vs ſo much asto letvs winnetheir. 
. countrey by the ſword, Thus meeting ar ſea 
with the Barke Beare, bound for London, and- 
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FforthatIdo riotknowhowſoonelſhallreturne; 
T hauethought it my duetie ro aduertiſe your 
worſhip of theſe newes,to whom1ſendadozen 
of Spaniſh blades to difpoſeat your pleaſure, 
committing yourworlhip tothrAlmighty.From 
thistwelfthof March, 1588, 
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